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Prior to commencement of the business of the meeting the Chairman allowed electors present to address the Council.  There were approximately thirty five members of the public present.  Notes of questions raised at that time are appended at the end of the minutes and answers to last month’s questions. 
Before the meeting commenced, the Chairman reported the sad death of Graham Collingwood, who has been our Parish Maintenance Officer for many years and has been a tremendous asset to the Parish Council.  The Parish Council sends their condolences to his wife Sue.  The Clerk will formally send a card of Sympathy.

Minutes of Clent Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 20th June 2011 at the Parish Hall, Clent
2011/879
APOLOGIES/ATTENDANCE REGISTER
Present – Chairman Sugden, Cllr. Danson, Cllr. Mrs Howard, Cllr. Mrs Latham, Cllr. Bloxham, Cllr. Mrs Sherrey and Cllr. Smith.

Apologies – Cllr. Mrs Nation and Cllr. Robb.
Also Present – District Cllr. Boswell and Ruth Mullett Clerk 
The Councillors present signed the Attendance Register.  
2011/880
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Chairman asked all members present to declare any personal or prejudicial interest on any items on the Agenda.  
Cllr. Smith – Member of Clent Cricket Club
2011/881
SCHEME OF DELEGATION



Staffing Committee

Carry this forward


Planning Committee
Cllr. Smith, Cllr. Robb and Chairman

Finance Committee

Chairman, Cllr. Mrs Latham, Cllr. Danson 



and Cllr. Smith

2011/882
TO CONFIRM THE APPOINTMENT TO OUTSIDE BODIES

CALC Area Committee



Cllr Sugden

Clent Hills Advisory Body



Cllr. Mrs Nation

Parish Paths Warden (WCC Appointment)
David Muggeridge
Tree Officer





Cllr. Mrs Nation
Sunfield Children’s Home Advisory Body

Cllr Mrs Sherrey
2011/883
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
It was unanimously RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 16th May 2011 be signed as a correct record.  The Chairman duly signed and initialled each page.
It was unanimously RESOLVED to distribute Agenda’s and minutes via Email or post.
2011/884
PUBLICITY/COMMUNICATION UPDATE 

1. Cllr. Mrs Howard stressed that the Parish Council want to communicate more, with more opportunity for Parishioners to ask questions and chat informally with the Parish Council.  Have lengthened public question time at the start of the meeting to 40 minutes and are serving tea and coffee before the meeting commences.  The Parish Council is also looking at holding surgery type meetings, maybe on a Saturday morning and asked parishioners for their thoughts on this.  Cllr.  Mrs Howard also introduced our new suggestion form and encouraged parishioners to fill in and send to the Clerk with any ideas/comments parishioners may have.
Cllr. Mrs Howard will also be interacting with local partners in Clent to promote/enhance the well being of the parish.

2. It was agreed to look at different alternatives to host the website.  The Parish Council particularly want to focus on employing local people to carry out contracts.
2011/885
FINANCE
1. Cash Flow and Bank Reconciliation - reports circulated. Bank Statements scrutinised by the Chairman.
2. Accounts for payment.

	Cheque 
	Payee
	Detail
	Sum

	490
	N Sugden
	Mileage
	31.95

	491
	Countrywide
	Grass Cutting
	417.19

	492
	Pront a Print
	Printing
	47.32

	493
	Worcs CALC
	Training
	552.00

	494
	G Hill
	Lengthsman
	392.19

	495
	J Benner
	Audit
	230.00

	496
	SLCC
	Books
	15.95

	497
	Fence-Line Ltd
	Cricket boundary fence
	1813.20

	498
	Viking Direct
	Stationery/ink
	115.52

	499
	Clent History Society
	Donation
	57.59

	500
	GJH Electrical Services Ltd
	Street light repairs
	166.85

	501
	BDC
	Bottle bank fee
	1.00

	502
	BDC
	Licence fee
	60.00



It was RESOLVED that Cllr. Smith and Cllr. Mrs Sherrey sign the cheques.
3. Audited Accounts for Approval – it was RESOLVED to accept the audited accounts.  

4.  REVIEW OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL CONTROL AND RESOLVE TO SIGN AUDIT COMMISSION ANNUAL RETURN -   in order to comply with the Audit Regulations the Chairman had carried out a review of the system of internal control, prepared a report and made this available for all Councillors for consideration.  It was unanimously RESOLVED to accept the Review of Effectiveness of Internal Control.   It was also unanimously RESOLVED that the figures placed on return together with Statement of Assurance Requirements were in place and Chairman and Clerk signed form as required.

5.
It was unanimously RESOLVED to purchase an overhead projector at a cost of approximately £300.00.

6.
It was unanimously RESOLVED to change our accounting package to QuickBooks as advised by our internal auditor at a cost of £125.00.
2011/886
PLANNING MATTERS


District Council Decisions

11/0162 – Rose Cottage, Bromsgrove Road – Relocate driveway access – Permit


11/0283 – 283 Mousall Farm, Bromsgrove Road – 2 No. Conservatories – Refuse


11/0315 – 144 Kidderminster Road – Two storey side and single storey rear - Permit


11/0329 – Proposed dwelling land at E:392330 N:278601, Summerfield Road, Holy Cross, Worcestershire

Planning Applications for Parish Council Comments

11/0405 – 1 x non-illuminated timber panel with gold leaf individual gold leaf letters – 4 x non-illuminated timber panels with applied vinyl detail – Bell and Cross, Holy Cross, Clent – No objections

11/0188 – Norwich Cottage, Walton Pool, Clent – rebuild an existing conservatory – Enhanced drawings required

11/0357 – Elmdon, Bromsgrove Road, Clent – Demolition of existing rear additions and construction of new two storey rear extension No objections

11/0327 – Land at rear of 33-37 Western Road, Hagley – erection of 5 dwellings.  Reserved matters of 08/0964 – Strongly object

Planning Appeals


APP/P1805/D/11/2151966 – 2 Thicknall Rise, Hagley – two storey side and rear extension - Allowed

Planning Appeals Decisions

None 
2011/887
PLAYING FIELD/RECREATION AREA
1. It was unanimously RESOLVED to install a litter bin in Centenary Field, by the Trim Trail.
2. The Parish Council has been approached by residents and the Clent Club to ascertain whether the bottle banks can be removed completely or relocated to a different place.  Cllr. Mrs Howard asked Parishioners to take a suggestion form away and let us have their views and she will also liaise with the Clent Club and report back to the next meeting.
2011/889
GRASS CUTTING/HEDGE MANAGEMENT
A small working party has been set up comprising of Cllr. Sugden, Cllr. Danson and Cllr. Mrs Nation who is reviewing Countrywide’s current contract and is to arrange a meeting with them to look at area’s  we do not feel are being cut to a satisfactory standard.
.
2011/890
CENTENARY FIELD
Again, a working party has been formed to look at this area in more detail.  They are aware of a number of areas are not being satisfactorily covered by our existing Contractor, Countywide and they will be meeting shortly with them to discuss these.
2011/891
FOOTPATHS   
David Muggeridge, Footpath Officer gave an update.
2011/892
HIGHWAYS

1. Proposal for flashing speed sign – County Councillor Moore confirmed that two flashing school signs were going ahead.  One to be funded by County and one by the Parish Council who will use the Hagley and Rural LNP monies.  One is to be installed bottom of Church Avenue and another one outside Mousall Farm.  The signs are expected by the end of May 2011 – Cllr. Moore confirmed they will now be installed for commencement of the school year, September 2011.
Awaiting installation from Highways.
2011/893
STREET LIGHTING /SIGNS 
It was agreed to change column No. 1 Orchard Close and Column No. 15 South Road which are deteriorated beyond repair at a cost of £415.00 each.  GJH Electrical to install.
2011/894
PARISH MAINTENANCE/LENGTHMAN 
Parishioners were asked to email Clerk any areas that need cleaning/strimming for Clerk to instruct Lengthsman.  It was unanimously RESOLVED to purchase a strimmer harness at a cost of £40.00.
1011/895
OUTSIDE MEETINGS
Chairman and Clerk gave an update on SLCC Conference held on 25th May 2011.
Chairman and Clerk also gave an update on Worcs CALC Bromsgrove Area Meeting held on 1st June 2011.

2011/896
TRAINING


Update’s were received on Chairmanship Training held on 25th May 2011 and Councillor Training held on 15th June 2011.
2011/897
TO RECEIVE UPDATE

1. Localism Bill – This is currently going through the House of Commons and Chairman stated he feels Parish Council’s will be able to do more things locally.  This item will be kept on the Agenda for any updates as and when they become available.
2. Queen’s Diamond Jubilee – Parish Council would like to commemorate this event and get the whole Parish involved.  Cllr. Mrs Howard is to organise a working party from all areas and businesses in the community to carry this item further.
2011/898
TO RECEIVE CLERK’S PROGRESS REPORT
1. Clerk had received a letter from Steven Malek which the Chairman duly read out at the meeting.  He has asked if his record of service could be recorded in the minutes and this is detailed below :-

My record of service is as follows:-
1. 33 years as a Parish Councillor

2. 5 years as Chairman 

3. 12 years as Vice Chairman – in two separate periods

4. A member of the financial committee

5. Grass cutting procurement officer

6. Over 12 years as Parish Council representative for Bromsgrove CALC

7. 5 years as Vice Chairman Bromsgrove CALC

8. 2 years as Chairman Bromsgrove CALC

9. 12 years as a Bromsgrove representative on Worcestershire CALC

10. 3 years as Vice Chairman of Worcestershire CALC

11. Internal Auditor Worcestershire CALC

12. Deputy Parish representative on Bromsgrove Council’s Disciplinary Board
2011/899
CLERK’S REPORT ON URGENT DECISIONS SINCE THE LAST MEETING


None
2011/900
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

None
2011/901
CHEQUE SIGNING


Cheques signed as approved under Minute No. 2011/885.
2011/902
CORRESPONDENCE

Mr and Mrs Yelland, Church Farm, St Leonards Square – re. Dangerous trees in churchyard 

Wendy Packwood – Centenary Field

Pat Woodward – Centenary Field

Open Space



2011/903
DATE FOR NEXT MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
To be held on Monday, 18th July 2011
2011/904
TO EXCLUDE PUBLIC AND PRESS UNDER LGA 1972 – CLERK’S ANNUAL 12 MONTH APPRAISAL/SALARY REVIEW


It was unanimously agreed to move Clerk from SCP scale 21 to SCP scale 22 with immediate effect, backdated from 1st June 2010.
Signed










Chairman of the Council

Notes of Items/questions raised at Meeting, these notes do not form part of the formal minutes.

1. What is the Lengthsman's remit?

2. Speeding in Newfield Road, Hagley – Could one Councillor be a Champion for this item and take it forward, liaising with Peter Vaughan, Newfield Road?

3. Double yellow lines on Belbroughton Road?

4. To set-up a working party to discuss public transport.

5. Can we either move or get rid of the bottle banks at Clent Club?

6. Could we please state what the Parish Council, Distinct and County Council responsibilities are?

7. When is the hedge, Belbroughton Road side of cricket pitch going to be cut?

8. Can we cut the nettles Belbroughton Road
Answers to questions raised Monday 23rd May 2011.
1. Trim Trail in the recreation area is rarely used, would it be possible to have any of that field back to exercise dogs in?

In principal would like to open up the Trim Trail to all parishioners to exercise their dogs.  There is a small amount of work to be done first to safeguard the children using the skateboard/Trim Trail facilities but should be in use soon.

2. Would it be an idea to gravel a footpath around the fence perimeter of Centenary Field?

Parish Council are not keen on this idea.  They would like to make the footpath wider but gravel would not work with the mowers.

3. Should we look at revising/adopting new Standing Orders to include public participation during the Council Meeting?  Looking at ways to communicate better with parishioners without making the meetings unruly. 

Will review as necessary.

4. Update on the current position with the Cricket Pitch.

As item is on Agenda, will discuss in full during the meeting.  David Lally and Mark Brocklebank from Clent Cricket Club are both here this evening and will introduce themselves and give parishioners an update on their needs and aspirations for the Centenary Field.

Chairman did stress that the application was already submitted by the previous Parish Council but whatever the decision from Bromsgrove District Council, the Parish Council would fully consult with Parishioners.  We would also ascertain:-

1. Who will use the Pavilion?

2. Who would manage the Pavilion?

3. Where would the funding come from?

4. Do we want a Pavilion?

5. Could parishioners be assured that the cricket pitch will be neutral cost to parishioners now the lease has been signed? (As stated by previous Parish Council).

Clent Cricket Club now have ownership of the land inside the perimeter of the fence and this will be zero cost to the Parish Council.

6. What is the proposal for the temporary gate on Belbroughton Road?

Again this will be discussed as per the Agenda.

7. Speeding on Belbroughton Road and two fatalities.

County Cllr. Moore to arrange for another speed survey to be conducted.

8. Having more informality to the evening, maybe a coffee before the meeting and a chance to meet and chat with Councillors?

This was trialled this evening.
9. Could Centenary Field be used for any other sports?

This is something to explore once negotiations with Clent Cricket Club are underway.

10. Poor lighting South Road.

Once the nights draw in, Councillors will go and have a look.  If it is felt that more lighting is needed, we will consult with local parishioners.

11. Could we employ another Lengthsman?

One is enough.

12. Holding possible meetings in Hagley?

We will try this before the summer is out.
13. The Mount Hotel.

The hotel is now Up for Sale.
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