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Prior to commencement of the business of the meeting the Chairman allowed electors present to address the Council.  There were approximately seventeen members of the public present.  Notes of questions raised at that time are appended at the end of the minutes and answers to last month’s questions. 
Minutes of Clent Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 15th August 2011 at the Parish Hall, Clent
2011/928
APOLOGIES/ATTENDANCE REGISTER
Present – Chairman Sugden, Cllr. Mrs Howard, Cllr. Mrs Latham, Cllr. Bloxham, Cllr. Mrs Sherrey, Cllr. Mrs Nation, Cllr. Robb and Cllr. Smith.

Apologies – Cllr. Danson
Also Present – District Cllr. Boswell, County Cllr. Moore and Ruth Mullett Clerk 
The Councillors present signed the Attendance Register.  
2011/929
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Chairman asked all members present to declare any personal or prejudicial interest on any items on the Agenda.  
Cllr. Mrs Nation – Item 12.2 – personal and prejudicial interest due to husband’s temporary position. 
Cllr. Smith – Item 9 - Member of Clent Cricket Club

2011/930
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
It was unanimously RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 18th July June 2011 be signed as a correct record.  The Chairman duly signed and initialled each page.
2011/931
PUBLICITY/COMMUNICATION UPDATE 

1. Cllr. Mrs Howard confirmed that the Parish Council wants to step into the community more and display more information.  One great focal point could be the entrance to the church hall.  Cllr. Howard in conjunction with Cllr. Danson is in early talks with the Parish Hall Trustee’s to see if more could be made of the front entrance to be used as a public notice board/information area.   
2. The hosting of the website was deferred until the next meeting.
2011/932
FINANCE
1. Cash Flow and Bank Reconciliation - reports circulated. Bank Statements scrutinised by the Chairman.  
2. Accounts for payment.

	Cheque 
	Payee
	Detail
	Sum

	517
	Countrywide
	Grass Cutting 
	417.19

	518
	Viking Direct
	Postage Stamps
	177.51

	519
	BDC
	New bin in trim trail
	312.00

	520
	BDC
	Poo bins
	495.30

	521
	G Hill
	Lengthsman
	349.17

	522
	W Nation
	Maintenance
	169.23

	523
	EH Smith
	Play bark and sand
	1149.48

	524
	N Sugden
	Mileage
	22.50

	525
	GJH Electrical Services
	Lamp repairs
	830.00

	526
	Viking Direct
	Stationery
	90.19

	527
	Memorial Benches UK
	Memorial bench for Graham Collingwood
	364.90



It was RESOLVED that Cllr. Mrs Nation and Cllr. Howard sign the cheques.
2011/933
PLANNING MATTERS


District Council Decisions

11/0185 – 38 Pinewoods Avenue, Hagley –Ground floor extension to enlarge dining room & kitchen and new front porch with shower room and rear conservatory off lounge (as amended by plans received on 21.04.11).


Planning Applications for Parish Council Comments

11/0623 – Elmdon, Bromsgrove Road - Demolition of existing rear additions and construction of new two storey rear extension (resubmission 11/0357) – No objections

11/0641 – Clee View Cottage, Clatterbach Lane – Ground Floor extension and ground floor alternations (Amendments to planning approval for similar proposals granted 18th Feb under 10/11/82) – No objections

Planning Appeals


None

Planning Appeals Decisions

None 
2011/934
PLAYING FIELD/RECREATION AREA
1. Update received - It has been one month since we started to allow dogs to use the Trim Trail and this seems to be working well and no evidence of dog mess.  We have installed a new litter bin by the skateboard ramp and this is being used.  We are due to install four dog poo bag dispensers, three in Centenary Field area and one in Newfield Road.  New play bark and sand to be delivered 17th August 2011. 

2. It was unanimously RESOLVED to remove the bottle bank from Pool Furlong.  Clerk to instruct Bromsgrove District Council.
3. It was also agreed for Cllr. Mrs Sherrey, Cllr. Mrs Howard and Cllr. Smith to talk to youngsters who use the skateboard ramps for their ideas as to what could be changed/enhanced and hopefully invite them to come and talk at a Parish Council Meeting about their ideas.
2011/935
GRASS CUTTING/HEDGE MANAGEMENT
A meeting was held on 20th July with Countrywide to discuss the grass cutting contract and our present concerns with the standard of service, following that meeting I hope you have seen a big improvement.  Cllr. Mrs Nation has arranged a meeting with Worcestershire Wildlife Trust for Wednesday 17th September to look further at conservation in Centenary Field/playing field area.
.
2011/936
CENTENARY FIELD
It was agreed to set up a working party of all Councillors to discuss how we would carry out the publication consultation for the cricket pavilion.  Clerk to arrange a date to take this matter forward.
2011/937
FOOTPATHS   
Nothing to report.
2011/938
STREET LIGHTING /SIGNS 
Nothing to report.
2011/939
PARISH MAINTENANCE/LENGTHMAN 
Parishioners were asked to email Clerk any areas that need cleaning/strimming for Clerk to instruct Lengthsman.  
2011/940
PUBLIC TRANSPORT NEEDS

Cllr. Mrs Sherrey reported results Bromsgrove District Council Task Group Consultation of bus operators reviewing their commercial network following withdrawal of subsidies and the results of the tendering exercise.
The County Council have been in negotiation with Hanson’s on the 318 service for some time during the 2nd consultation. The final report went to Worcestershire County Council Cabinet on 26th May, this was long before the Task Group was set up which meant the Chairman of this group had little or no influence.

The 318 is being reduced to a two hourly service and lengthening the route to Bromsgrove train station to link with a bus to Merry Hill.  Clerk will place copies of new timetable on all notice boards once they are available.
1011/941
OUTSIDE MEETINGS
1. Chairman and Clerk attended an update at Bromsgrove District Council on progress to date on the ADR Core Strategy.
2. Chairman volunteered to join Worcestershire CALC Executive Committee and gave an update of the key points raised at that meeting.

2011/942
TRAINING

Nothing to report 

2011/943
TO RECEIVE UPDATE

1. Localism Bill – Still awaiting more information from Parliament.
2. Queen’s Diamond Jubilee – Parish Council would like to commemorate this event and get the whole Parish involved.  Cllr. Mrs Howard is to organise a working party from all areas and businesses in the community to carry this item further.  The first meeting of this group should be held in September. 
3. Bromsgrove District Council Draft Core Strategy ADR – nothing to report.
2011/944
TO RECEIVE CLERK’S PROGRESS REPORT
Nothing to report.
2011/945
CLERK’S REPORT ON URGENT DECISIONS SINCE THE LAST MEETING


None
2011/946
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

None
2011/947
CHEQUE SIGNING


Cheques signed as approved under Minute No. 2011/932.
2011/948
CORRESPONDENCE

CPRE - Fieldwork



2011/949
DATE FOR NEXT MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
To be held on Monday, 19th September 2011
Signed



Chairman of the Council

Notes of Items/questions raised at Meeting, these notes do not form part of the formal minutes.
No questions raised

Answers to Questions Raised at 18th July 2011 Meeting
1. Resident requested a copy of the speed survey results.
Copies can be obtained by contacting the Clerk
2. Could we install speed signs, the same as in Hartle Lane, Belbroughton?
Cllr. Roger Danson has agreed to be Champion in this area and he will be looking into obtaining some of these signs.
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