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Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Chairman invited the Electors present to address the Council. Points raised:-

PC Lord reported on burglaries and other minor problems in the past month and on continued drain-cover thefts
No other questions were raised from the floor

Minutes of the Meeting for Clent Parish Council held on Monday, 16 March 2009  at 
The Parish Hall, Clent

2008/286
PRESENT
Cll. E. Sheppard (Chairman), Cll. Mrs M. Sherrey, Cll D Muggeridge, Cll. R. Waldron, Cll M  Hobbis, Cll S Malek Cll J Skelding (later) 

The Attendance Register was signed.. Apologies received .from Cll E Moore
2008/287
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
None were received
2008/288
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 16th February 2009 were approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman.  Each page was initialled by the Chairman including two amendments..
2008/289
ITEMS FOR PARISH MAGAZINE AND HAGLEY VILLAGE NEWS 

Planning matters
Continued theft of manhole covers

Grass cutting contract

Dog fouling on the trim trail

It was agreed to pay £450 for advertising in the Hagley Parish Magazine

2008/290
FINANCE
1.  Cash Flow and Bank Reconciliation  -  reports circulated. Bank Statements scrutinised by the Chairman.
Clls Muggeridge and Skelding to sign cheques
2..  Accounts for Payment.

	Cheque 
	Payee
	Detail
	Sum

	140
	G Hill
	Lengthsman
	454.17

	141
	Ellteve
	Emergency Call-out
	115

	142
	G Collingwood
	Clear stream
	160.00

	143
	e-on
	Tfr service
	666.54

	144
	H M Revenue
	PAYE/NI
	84.20

	145
	P Harris
	Clerk’s salary/expenses
	469.72

	147
	Viking
	Stationery
	149.68

	148
	CPRE
	Donation 
	29.00


2008/291
PLANNING MATTERS


1.  Planning Decisions by Bromsgrove District Council

09/0005 – Eightlands, Western Rd




Granted 
09/0042 – 12 Woodchester





Refused

2. Planning Applications for Parish Council’s comments

09/0036 – Walton House, Walton Pool, demolish kitchen

No objection
09/0087 – The Manor Adams Hill, alteration to 08/0661

No objection

09/0100 – 48 Pinewoods Ave, 1st floor extn



No objection

09/0156 – 17 Summerfield Rd, erect detached building

No objection

2008/292
GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT

The current contact expires in March. 4 quotations had been obtained and a recommendation that the 4 year contract be awarded to Countrywide Ground Maintenance who, after calling back to confirm their quote had agreed not to increase prices for 3 years. Resolved to award Contract
Bus Shelter at French Hen, Mr Collingwood felt the shelter was beyond repair, but this was questioned. We will ask whether County are able to fund a new shelter or whether the wood-yard at Belbroughton could repair it.
2008/293
PLAYING FIELD
Nothing to report

2008/294
RECREATION AREA
Safety checks are now resumed.
Jungle Jim item is unsafe and taped off pending the visit of the original supplier.

Wooden fencing round sandpit needs repair and the sand needs replacing. Resolved that we go ahead with both

2008/295
CENTENARY FIELD
Cllr Sheppard reported no change since the last meeting. Quotes are being obtained for supplying and seeding the outfield. The Parish Council will now look at the requirements for a perimeter fence and obtain quotations.. 
2008/296
FOOTPATHS   
Resolved to ask DMR to quote for re-gravelling the path to the pool. We should check to see if a grant is available for this.
Tyres have been dumped near the bottle bank. Bromsgrove to be asked to remove them.

2008/297
HIGHWAYS
1. The problems of parking had already been discussed with PC Lord. .It seems there is no easy answer. We could put a polite notice on screens, but past efforts have proved ineffective.
2. Complaint regarding pot-holes and blocked drains continue. County who have put on 3 more gangs to cope with the snow and ice damage..
Drain covers continue to be stolen and need replacing, the holes, in the meantime are being covered by cones.

The case for a flashing speed sign at the school entrance will be put in for.
No results have been reported yet on the speed survey in Belbroughton Rd

Suggestion to plant daffodils instead of the floral tributes which tend to deface the area as they die.

Request that a letter of complaint be sent to Miss Taylor about bonfires on Church Ave.

2008/298
STREET LIGHTING /SIGNS 
A larger replacement Notice Board was authorised for the bottom of Church Ave. The property owner to be thanked. The Bus Shelter near the French Hen is in need of refurbishing . Graham Collingwood to be asked to re-assess it.

The police have confirmed that the damage to the light in Woodman Lane was caused by Mr Moore, as confirmed by their log. Clerk to write again to Mr Moore requesting payment for the cost of damage.

2008/299
LENGTHSMAN’S REPORT
The Lengthsman’s report (previously circulated) was discussed and the Lengthsman to be thanked for his report. The clerk was instructed to sign the Parish Lengthsman Scheme. The Clerk was instructed to  invoice County up to date.
2008/300
PARISH MAINTENANCE  
Following the earlier complaint from a resident in Millbrook Close, the Chairman will re-assess the problem with Mr Hughes to facilitate the clearance of obstructions in the stream behind Newfield Rd.

2008/301
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
A further meting with West Mercia Housing has now taken place and the Council are awaiting their report and proposals.
2008/302
OUTSIDE MEETINGS
At a CALC meeting, it was reported that increased training would lead to an increase in subs for 2009/10.
The Chairman reported on the Annual National Trust meeting,

A request was made for the Lengthsman to assist in keeping Adams Hill clear of discarded rubbish. Clerk to check
 2008/303
CHEQUE SIGNING


Cheques signed as approved under Minute No. 2008/290
. 

2008/304
DATE FOR NEXT MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
1. To be held on Monday, 20th April  2009 at 7.30p.m.
2. Clerk to fix a time for the Annual Parish Meeting. Suggested guest speakers

Mike Bell (BDC), PC Lord, Emma Barton (Health Improvement Co-ordinator)
Signed










Chairman of the Council
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