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Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Chairman invited the Electors present to address the Council. Points raised:-

Questions were asked regarding the boreholes recently made. The chairman explained their purpose. It was pointed out that the September Minutes had not been posted on the web. This needs to be remedied.
Minutes of the Meeting for Clent Parish Council held on Monday, 20th October 2008 at 
The Parish Hall, Clent

2008/194
PRESENT
Cll. E. Sheppard (Chairman), Cll. Mrs M. Hobbis, Cll. Cll. E. Moore, Cll. D. Muggeridge, Cll. Mrs M. Sherrey and Cll. R. Waldron. 

The Attendance Register was signed.

2008/195
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
No declaration was made
2008/196
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 15 September 2008 were approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman.  Each page was initialled by the Chairman.

2008/197
ITEMS FOR PARISH MAGAZINE AND HAGLEY VILLAGE NEWS 

a). The appeal against the Post Office closure, still awaiting a response.
b). The rejection of the proposed extension to the Shell Service Station.

c). Following fears expressed by residents about reprisals if vandalism was reported, both Crime Stoppers (0800 555 111 and West Midlands Police (0845 113 5000) gave assurance that they will accept anonymous complaints in this connection and, in any case, will maintain confidentiality.

2008/198
FINANCE
1.  Cash Flow and Bank Reconciliation  -  reports circulated. Bank Statements scrutinised by the Chairman.
2. Following the query by Cll Muggeridge about receipt of the P3 grant, it was confirmed that it had been received on7 July in the sum of £735.

3.  Accounts for Payment.

075
G Hill

Lengthsman £1057.51 (3 months)

085
M Baker
Grass Cutting £926.92
086
Bromsgrove
Litter/dog bins £360.50
087
G Collingwood Handyman £330

088
Belbroughton/Clent/Fairfield Mag £75

089
Clement Keyes Audit £470

090
Royal British Legion Poppies £45

091
Npower electricity £2024.26

092
Mrs P Harris  -  Clerk’s Sal./Exp  -  £903.34
093
Inland Revenue  -  Er’s NI/Tax  -  £223.06
094
Mr P Harris Assistant Clerk salary £405.93
RESOLVED  -  Cllr’s Moore and Cllr Sherrey to sign
The Clerk reported that the HSBC bank account was now set up. Interest rates on 6 month bonds was much lower than current HBOS. But on the advice of NALC, it was approved that c £35,000 be transferred subject to the chairman’s investigation.

2008/199
PLANNING MATTERS


1.  Planning Decisions by Bromsgrove District Council

2007/1324  -  Eightlands, Western Rd - granted

2008/0641 – 22 Worcester Rd - granted
2008/0713  -  Rear Hollywell, Worcester Rd -  granted

2008/0714 – Clent Court, Summerfield Rd - granted

2.  Planning Applications for Parish Council’s comments.

2008/0337  - Yew Tree Cottage, first floor extn
2008/0815 – The Stables, Church Ave, rear dormer, front/rear entrance screens 
2008/0857 – 6 Summerfield Rd, side/rear extn
2008/0888 – The Grey House, Bromsgrove Rd, Loft Conversion
Cll Faraday reported there was nothing detrimental in these

PLAYING FIELD
Following Dr Bloxham’s complaint, Nigel Morgan has been asked to cut back the hedge in Hossal Lane
2008/200
RECREATION AREA
A kissing gate, recently installed, has been removed. Cllr Muggeridge is to investigate a more vandal-proof alternative
CENTENARY FIELD

Cllr Sheppard reported good progress on the cricket square. The loam has arrived and been levelled and grass seed ordered The position on drainage was discussed and will be kept under scrutiny.
2008/201
FOOTPATHS   
Cllr Muggeridge reported the gate equipment has arrived and will be installed by G. Collingwood to prevent children running into the road. The footpath from the rear of the Bell & Cross down to the pool needs repair caused by the slope. Alternatives were considered and County will be asked for prices. 
2008/202
HIGHWAYS
Hedge cutting is now almost complete. Cllr Waldron to check ownership of properties in the Violet Lane area. Following the recent accident in Belbroughton Rd, a speed counter has been promised and County will then consider double white lines/chicanes. (We could consider contributing toward the cost if necessary). Cllr Waldron reported considerable silting of the drains in Odnall Lane, although the cleaners do clear these regularly.
2008/203
STREET LIGHTING  
The request to move a street light outside 20 Western Rd has progressed to the satisfaction of the resident. The Chairman will pursue the provision of a Christmas tree from Hagley Hall. 
2008/204
PARISH MAINTENANCE  
Nothing to report
2008/205
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Test drilling on the site has now taken place to check ground conditions.. Cllr Waldron queried the viability of the principle of having housing for Clent residents/relatives in the current economic conditions. Resolved to arrange a meeting with West Mercia Housing to discuss the position.
POST OFFICE CLOSURE
Following our appeal against closure, the clerk will chase up a response.
OTHER MATTERS

Cllr Muggeridge reported on progress at the recent Amphlett Trust meeting
 2008/206
CHEQUE SIGNING


Cheques signed as approved under Minute No. 2008/198(3)
. 

2008/207
DATE FOR NEXT MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
1. To be held on Monday, November 17th   2008 at 7.30p.m. It will be in the Village Hall
Signed










Chairman of the Council
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