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Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Chairman invited the Electors present to address the Council. Points raised:-

Mr Brocklebank showed a photograph of Clent Coat of Arms and asked whether a framed replica could be presented to the Clerk in recognition of the work she has done. Councillors will consider this.
A question was asked on the results of the councillors’ meeting with West Mercia Housing, which is to be discussed under item 2008/224.

Minutes of the Meeting for Clent Parish Council held on Monday, 17th November 2008 at 
The Parish Hall, Clent

2008/208
PRESENT
Cll. E. Sheppard (Chairman), Cll. Mrs M. Hobbis, Cll. Cll. E. Moore, Cll. D. Muggeridge, Cll. Mrs M. Sherrey, Cll D Faraday, Cll S Malek, Cll J Skelding and Cll. R. Waldron. 

The Attendance Register was signed.

2008/209
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Cll D Faraday declared an business interest in planning application 08/941 and left the room for that item
2008/210
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 15 September 2008 were modified and approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman.  Each page was initialled by the Chairman including two amendments..
2008/211
EXTENSION OF CONTRACT ASSISTANT PARISH CLERK
It was resolved that Peter Harris’s contract be extended by three months on the same terms. He left the room for this item. It was resolved to extend his contract for three months.
2008/212
ITEMS FOR PARISH MAGAZINE AND HAGLEY VILLAGE NEWS 

a).Work done to hedge in Horsal Lane
b). Failure of appeal on Post Office closure decision

c). Investigation into footpath in allotment area

d). Completion of the laying and seeding of the cricket square

e). Investigation into ownership of land bordering Violet Lane

2008/213
FINANCE
1.  Cash Flow and Bank Reconciliation  -  reports circulated. Bank Statements scrutinised by the Chairman.
2..  Accounts for Payment.

	Cheque 
	Payee
	Detail
	Sum

	096
	G Hill
	Lengthsman
	349.17

	097
	P D Hughes Ltd
	Maintenance
	778.43

	098
	G Collingwood
	Kissing Gates, path signs
	425.00

	099
	Ellteve
	Lamp upgrade, repairs, sign removal
	1352.92

	100
	Boughton
	Supply loam, grass seed
	4442.33

	101
	Clent Parish Hall
	Hire of Hall
	72.00

	102
	Viking Direct
	Stationery
	83.82

	103
	Mrs P Harris
	Clerk salary, expenses
	903.26

	104
	E Sheppard
	Work on cricket pitch, mileage
	233.00

	105
	Inland Revenue
	PAYE, NI
	185.20

	106
	Peter Harris
	Asst Clerk
	271.20

	107
	HSBC
	Transfer of Funds
	35000.00


RESOLVED  -  Cllr’s Faraday and Malek to sign
The Clerk reported that the HSBC bank account was now set up. Resolved – a cheque be drawn to transfer £35,000 into HSBC 6 month Bond and the clerk to complete the transaction. 
The Chairman adjourned the meeting for the Council to accept the following Report-

.2008/214
PC LORD

Lamp Post damage was discussed and PC Lord agreed to supply the names of those who caused the damage.

PC Lord detailed burglaries in the parish and also reported on rubbish tipping in Uffmoor Lane

The Councillors were invited to see the newly opened Police Station in Hagley PC Lord was thanked for his time.

The meeting was reconvened

2008/215
PLANNING MATTERS


1.  Planning Decisions by Bromsgrove District Council

08/0672
Hawthorne Cottage


Refused
08/0730
Willowbank, Woodman Lane

Granted


08/0857
6 Summerfield Rd


Granted


2.  Planning Applications for Parish Council’s comments.

08/900

9 Woodchester – Extension over garage

08/941

20 Western Rd – Alter pavement crossing

No objection was raised to these applications
2008/216
PLAYING FIELD
Nothing to report
2008/217
RECREATION AREA
Cll Muggeridge reported that a replacement wooden kissing gate could be obtained for £128, or we could use an existing metal gate. Resolved by 6 to 3 to use the metal gate.
2008/218
CENTENARY FIELD
Cllr Sheppard reported that loam had been levelled and the area seeded. County will be asked to allocate £5/6,000 for drainage into the ditch. Cll Malek reported the need to repair a broken drain in Horsal Lane. Part of the soak-away has now been done.
2008/219
FOOTPATHS   
Cllr Muggeridge reported that 4 kissing gates have now been installed. Regarding the eroded path to the rear of the Club, he said tarmac was the only solution, but it was considered that staging with logs would be more natural. S Babb to be asked to quote.
2008/220
HIGHWAYS
Disappointment was expressed by the Chairmanthat hedge cutting had not been carried out as requested in the Cricket Pitch Area WRITE

Cll Hobbis reported continued pavement parking throughout Church Avenue. Resolved to liaise with PC Lord re the possibility of posting a letter on offending vehicle windscreens

Regarding the accident in Belbroughton Road, it was reported that speed sensors .were now installed to check the amount of speeding.
Overhanging hedges owned by Underhill, Churchills and The Red House were obstructing the lane. Resolved to write requesting the hedges be trimmed.
2008/221
STREET LIGHTING  
The request to move a street light outside 20 Western Rd has progressed to the satisfaction of the resident. The Chairman will pursue the provision of a Christmas tree from Hagley Hall. The clerk reported on the high level of damage to lamps, mostly due to vehicle collisions. RESOLVED to write to obtain payment from the offenders.

2008/222
LENGTHSMAN’S REPORT
The Lengthsman has been reported to the police for fly-tipping. The matter was resolved, but he wanted the councillors to recognise he was acting legally and requested this be made clear to the authorities.

2008/223
PARISH MAINTENANCE  
Nothing to report
2008/224
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
A meeting with West Mercia Housing had been attended by 7 councillors. Their fears over the viability of the project and over whether local young parishioners would be able to afford these houses was discussed at length. Councillors came away satisfied that the scheme is still under control and flexible enough to fulfil it’s objectives.
2008/225
POST OFFICE CLOSURE
Following the failure of the appeal, the Post Office will close on27 January. Councillors expressed their gratitude to Pat, the post mistress, and it was suggested that a token of this be given to her in the form of cut glass to the value of £50..
2008/226
OTHER MATTERS

The 30mph sign was reported to be obstructed by overgrown hedge. Hagley Hall to be requested to trim it back. Cll Moore will pursue the raising of the sign to the correct height.
 2008/227
CHEQUE SIGNING


Cheques signed as approved under Minute No. 2008/198(3)
. 

2008/228
DATE FOR NEXT MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
1. To be held on Monday, December 15th    2008 at 7.30p.m. It will be in the Village Hall
Signed










Chairman of the Council
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